master-mind, one thinks, have boiled down the meat into a single, palatable dish? But here these forebodings would be quite unjustified.
Twenty-six distinguished representatives from thirteen countries, including professors of various disciplines, administrators, senior nursing officers and sanitary engineers, met in Istanbul in June 1970 under the auspices of Ciba to discuss the praiseworthy but not very 'die on the barricades' theme of teamwork for world health. Nevertheless all the papers were useful, there was very little overlappingthe built-in defect of symposiaand some contributions were exciting and broke new ground. certainly between pediatrician and endocrinologist. This book is an attempt to produce an orderly account of the main diseases which will be of value to clinicians in either discipline. It is divided into three main sections: weight disorders, height disorders, and disorders of sexual development. This essentially clinical and perhaps over-simplified view leads to considerable repetition and frequent cross-references. Each chapter contains a large table summarizing material which is amplified in the text. These tables reveal the author's passion for classification and tabulation, but often contribute little to the understanding of the subject. Indeed they give the book a curiously old-fashioned air, reminiscent of the days of didactic clinical teaching.
The expositions of clinical syndromes make interesting reading and are amply illustrated by a large collection of photographs and case reports. Differential diagnosis is discussed at some length but often seems confused; unfortunately a comprehensive index, which would help to draw the book together, is lacking.
The bibliography is profuse and is selected largely from the American literature. These references are necessary to fill out the investigatory aspects of diagnosis, since the term 'clinical' is often taken in a rather narrow sense in the text. This is an expensive book, lavishly produced and illustrated. Although there is much clinical information contained within it, the method of presentation is cumbersome and the material is unnecessarily fragmented. If textbooks have any longer a role in medical literature it is in putting in perspective and summing up for the general reader the huge and confusing output of original papers in the journals, and it requires nice timing as well as informed knowledge to pick out those topics to which one man can be expected at a given moment to do justice in a single chapter.
Perinatal pxediatrics has after a decade of advance (and retreat!) just reached the stage in its development when this is possible, and the present position is admirably summed up in the first five chapters of 'Recent Advances'; outstanding are those written by Edmund Hey on incubator care and Margaret Ounsted on foetal growth. These with the last, Cedric Carter's summary of the genetics of common malformations, comprise the best overall account of the subject yet written and a monument to the important contributions made by British workers in this field.
Other miscellaneous topics are equally well chosen and treated; thus we are offered Dick VVhite's views on the recently established correlations between clinical and biopsy pictures in the nephrotic syndrome, Christopher Ounsted's on some aspects of seizures (where regrettably the
